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Gifted and talented resources – http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/inclusion/giftedandtalented 

The web links below are a guide only as web links may change as the National Strategies website develops 

Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

1  National Challenge: Raising standards, supporting schools - Gifted and Talented Project  

Introduction and overview 
Ref: 00390-2009BKT-EN 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/174546 
 

This is the first in a series of resources to help schools in this National 
Challenge project to accelerate the progress and enrich the learning of 
G&T pupils.  

User guide and Element 1: Leading and 
managing improvement for gifted and talented 
education Ref: 00729-2009BKT-EN 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/197352 
 

A booklet to help schools to support leadership and management of 
improvement for gifted and talented education. 

Element 2: Tracking progress of gifted and 
talented pupils  
Ref: 00730-2009BKT-EN 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/197358?uc=for
ce_uj 

A booklet to help schools to track the progress of gifted and talented 
pupils.  

Element 3: Guidance on pedagogy for gifted and 
talented education Ref: 00731-2009BKT-EN 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/197372 

A booklet to provide schools with guidance on pedagogy for gifted and 
talented education.  

Excellence for All: A Gifted and Talented 
approach to whole-school improvement   
DCSF 01019-2009PDF-EN-02  

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/255788 
 

This approach is based on the premise that good provision for G&T 
pupils is good provision for all pupils. The booklet (pdf) includes a 
toolkit of CPD materials, useful resources and references.  

Meeting the Challenge of Excellence for All http://nationalstrategies.standa
rds.dcsf.gov.uk/node/466213  

An overview and update of Excellence for All – with practical 
examples from both primary and secondary schools.   

Excellence for All in practice  http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/259453 

Cameos of school-based practice supporting an Excellence for All 
approach – web pages only. 

Using a discussion framework to develop 
learning awareness in gifted and talented pupils 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/238261 
 

A simple and easily adaptable discussion framework to support the 
improvement of learner self-awareness (metacognition) – web pages.  

Pupil learning log 
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/242405 
  

Word document to support ‘Using a discussion framework’.  A log to 
enable pupils to reflect regularly on their learning, look for patterns and 
trends over time, and bring their reflections to bear in any discussions 
with mentors or tutors. 
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Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

Focusing on the question set – an approach to 
improving pupils’ question analysis skills 
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/259227 
 

A focus on teaching strategies and pupil activities that develop 
question analysis skills; the approach is transferable to a wide range of 
other applications and contexts.  Web pages. 

Command words and thinking words for 
academic language proficiency 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/271865 
 

Handout of key command words to support Focusing on the question 
set.  Useful for developing academic language vocabulary and skills. 

The National Challenge Gifted and Talented 
project: FAQs 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/311683 
 

A resource to answer the many questions raised by schools and LAs 
about the National Challenge Gifted and Talented (G&T) project since 
its launch in 2009. 

Progression skills: A series of modules to raise 
pupils’ aspirations, skills and confidence 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/289391 

Introduction to a suite of materials for use by schools in working with 
small groups of potential or under-achieving G&T pupils. 

Progression skills module 1: Who am I? 

 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/328607 
 

Who am I? explores the identity of a G&T learner, what they have 
already achieved in life (in school and beyond) and how others 
perceive them. The module encourages pupils to consider how 
perceptions, about themselves and others, are formed and how these 
can be altered. Pupils are introduced to a simple coaching model to 
help themselves and others begin to shape their thoughts and goals. 

Progression skills module 2: Getting ahead in 
learning 

 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/328611 
 

Module 2 explores the link between higher-order thinking and top 
examination grades. The module considers aspects of critical thinking 
and academic language and links this to examination skills. Pupils are 
enabled to begin to plan for success. 

Progression skills module 3: Getting ahead – 
strategies for success 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/328609 

Module 3 helps pupils to begin to establish goals for their future, and 
learn to coach each other on tackling barriers and challenges. 

Progression skills module 4: Getting ahead: 
personal learning and thinking skills 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434347 

Module 4 develops the work of Progression skills module 2 to explore 
further independent study skills, including higher level reading skills, 
précis and more advanced critical thinking skills. 

Progression skills module 5: How do I manage 
the journey towards my future career? 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434345 

Module 5 explores the world of employment and helps pupils to make 
links between their education, their personal goals and their future 
career.  

Progression skills module 6: Capturing success http://nationalstrategies.standards Module 6 helps pupils to celebrate their achievements and understand 
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Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434343 why they need to record their successes 

G&T Progress Tool http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/search/inclusion/resu
lts/nav:82763 

 

The Progress Tool supports gifted and talented learners in Years 10 to 
13 to improve their learning and plan for the future. The tool focuses 
on seven themes: Where have I come from?; Who am I now?; Where 
am I going?; Getting ahead – curriculum achievement; Getting ahead 
– learning to learn; How do I manage the journey?; and Capturing 
success. It supports students and their teachers in reflective 
questioning and identification of resources to help further learners’ 
aspirations and development needs. 

What works for white British boys http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/435365 

These materials explore what senior leaders and teachers in primary 
and secondary schools do to tackle underachievement by white British 
boys. They include case studies of outstanding practice, summaries of 
key actions and workshops to help schools review practice and close 
attainment gaps.  NB: One of the case studies is based on The 
Canterbury Campus, a member of the NC G&T Project network. 

2  CPD for G&T 

Leading Teacher workshops http://nationalstrategies.standa
rds.dcsf.gov.uk/node/447711 

These four workshops build on the existing training materials for 
leading teachers for Gifted and Talented (G&T) education and provide 
additional CPD that will support schools in taking forward 
improvements in G&T education through Excellence for All. They can 
be used by local authorities with groups of leading teachers, or by 

leading teachers/SLT with staff in schools. 

Improving gifted and talented education: five 
workshops for school senior leaders 

 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/398625 

These CPD workshops for use in schools complement and update 
existing resources that support school senior leaders in mainstreaming 
G&T and implementing an excellence for all approach.  

G&T e-learning modules http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/175114 
 

A suite of e-learning modules for leading teachers and classroom 
teachers covering many aspects of gifted and talented education in 
schools. 
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Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

Leading teacher handbook (Revised 2008)  
DCSF- 00577-2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/150504 
 

This handbook and CD-ROM focuses on developing an understanding 
of how a leading teacher might work with colleagues to improve gifted 
and talented provision and outcomes for pupils.  

3  Quality Standards for G&T 

Local Authority Quality Standards http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/97760 
 

Local authority quality standards (LAQS) are intended for use by local 
authorities in reviewing and developing support for gifted and talented 
learners within a local area. 

Institutional Quality Standards – revised 2010 http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434549 

The Institutional Quality Standards for G&T education are a whole-
school self-evaluation and improvement tool for use in schools and 
colleges.  

Using the Institutional Quality Standards to 
improve Gifted and Talented education in schools 
– IQS User Guide revised 2010 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/430217 

These pages develop an understanding of the Institutional Quality 
Standards (IQS) and how to use them to improve Gifted and Talented 
(G&T) education in schools. There are links to the Ofsted Framework, 
ideas for whole-school improvement and planning, and examples of 
how schools are using the IQS and evidencing their self-evaluation. 

Classroom Quality Standards http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/462621 
 

Self-evaluation tool supporting teachers in auditing, planning and 
developing classroom practice in English, mathematics, science, ICT 
and PE, with a focus on gifted and talented learners.  

4  Advice  

Gifted and talented education: the challenge of 
improvement 
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/396361 
 

This web based resource provides a succinct overview of key 
principles and ideas underpinning G&T policy, practice and provision 
for school leaders. 

Finding and exploring young children’s 
fascinations – Strengthening the quality of gifted 
and talented provision in the early years 
DCSF: 00107-2010BKT-EN 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649 
 
 

This guidance draws on current research evidence and practitioner 
case studies to explore how each child's unique strengths, interests, 
aptitudes and passions can be recognised, celebrated and nurtured in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

Gifted and talented Classroom Quality Standards 
Guided Resource: a subject focus  
DCSF 00556-2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/170998 
 

This on-line resource features the generic and subject Classroom 
Quality Standards self-evaluation tools, together with case studies, 
advice and exemplification to support improvement.  It has now been 
updated to include PE CQS and additional Layer 3 exemplification. 

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/150504
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/150504
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/97760
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/97760
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434549
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/434549
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/430217
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/430217
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/462621
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/462621
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/396361
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/396361
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/348649
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/170998
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/170998


 
 
 

NS EfA and G&T resources                                                               February 2011 

© Crown copyright 2011 5  

Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

Evaluating gifted and talented education: the 
school improvement partner’s role in engaging 
the school  DCSF 00016-2009 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/159954 
 

This document aims to support school improvement partners (SIPs) 
and other school advisers in the key aspects of their role as these 
relate to outcomes for gifted and talented pupils and education. 

Identifying gifted and talented learners – getting 
started (revised May 2008) DCSF-00367-2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/288011 

This is the second edition of core guidance on the identification of 
gifted and talented learners  

Effective provision for gifted and talented children 
in primary education (Revised May 2008)   
DCSF-00379-2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/288007 

 

Updated advice on general principles for primary schools on planning 
and delivering effective provision for gifted and talented learners 

Effective provision for gifted and talented children 
in secondary education DCSF-00830-2007 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/288025 

 

This document provides support for all staff in identifying gifted and 
talented students and providing them with an appropriately 
personalised education. 

5  Preventing underachievement series:  Gifted and talented education  
 

1. Guidance on preventing underachievement: 
a focus on dual or multiple exceptionality 
(DME) DFES-00061-2007 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/84790 
 

The focus of this booklet is the discussion of underachievement due to 
dual or multiple exceptionalities  

2. Helping to find and support children with dual 
or multiple exceptionalities DCSF-00052-
2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/84819 
 

This booklet provides details on identifying and supporting children 
who are highly able with sensory impairment, learning problems, 
conduct issues and/or disabilities. 

3. Guidance on preventing underachievement: 
a focus on children and young people in care  

      DCSF-00873-2007 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/84939 
  

The focus of this booklet is the prevention of underachievement for 
children and young people in care (children who are looked after). 

4. Guidance on preventing underachievement: 
a focus on exceptionally able children  

      DCSF-00066-2008 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/84878 
  

This booklet aims to further develop teachers' shared knowledge and 
understanding of the nature of high-quality gifted and talented 
education, specifically for exceptionally able pupils. 

5. Guidance on addressing underachievement -  
planning a whole school approach 
DCSF-00378-2009 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/183104 
 

This final booklet builds on previous publications by suggesting a 
model for planning whole-school G&T provision within the context of 
personalisation and providing examples of some effective strategies 
for recognising and addressing underachievement, drawn from current 
practice in schools.  
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Resource/ DCSF ref Web link Description 

6  G&T Communications 

Gifted and Talented e-newsletter http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/search/giftedandtale
nted/results/nav:49617 

Termly newsletter 

G&T open forum discussion groups http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/og 
 

An opportunity for teachers and other professionals to discuss aspects 
of G&T education, to share interesting and effective practice, to ask 
questions and raise issues.  

Moderating online discussions http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/228539 
 

A short course (30 mins) designed to support those wishing to improve 
their understanding or skills of moderation in online discussions. 

7 Narrowing the Gap: Know the Gaps 

Narrowing the Gaps: Resources to support the 
achievement of Black and minority ethnic, 
disadvantaged and gifted and talented pupils 
DCSF- 00781-2009 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/227331 
 

An overview of materials currently available to help narrow gaps. 
Published Sept 2009 
 

Narrowing the Gaps: from data analysis to impact 
– The golden thread 
DCSF 00792-2009PDF-EN-01  
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/246991 
 

This publication focuses on the effective use of data in primary and 
secondary schools and settings to focus and drive action to accelerate 
the progress of underachieving pupils entitled to free school meals 
(FSM).  

Narrowing the Gaps: from data analysis to impact 
– A practical guide  
DCSF 00912-2009PDF-EN-07  
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/246822 
 

This publication offers data workshops providing staff development 
materials that can be used to shape whole-school training, dedicated 
sessions for middle leaders and cross-phase workshops for families of 
schools. 

Know the Gaps http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/254604 
 

A course which aims to develop the use of Raiseonline to analyse and 
interrogate performance data according to different types of pupil 
vulnerability and disadvantage. 

Gifted and talented Black pupils’ achievement: 
Continuing professional development (CPD) 
module and briefing pack  DCSF 00526-2009  

http://nationalstrategies.standards
.dcsf.gov.uk/node/194811 
 

A CPD module to support schools in improving the identification of 
gifted and talented Black learners and in exploring ways to stretch 
these students to raise their achievement. 
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