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Introduction 
 
Newstead Wood School is a selective girls’ school in the London Borough of Bromley.  It 
was granted GM status in 1992 and is now a Foundation School.  In September 2004, 
the school became a Specialist Engineering School, “flying the flag” for able women in 
the engineering professions.  The school is committed to developing problem solving, 
thinking skills and creativity across the curriculum. 
 
Some 750 girls apply each year for 130 places.  The 9 mile radius covers a range of 
socio-economic areas, from the Thames in the north to rural Kent in the south.  The 
school has a broad ethnic mix, with 7% of students who have English as an additional 
language.  This diversity means that Newstead is a vibrant learning community. 
 
While DfES guidelines suggest that each school identifies 5-10% of students in each 
year group as gifted and talented, regardless of the institution’s ability profile, the 
particular nature of Newstead students means that the school should not be bound by 
such parameters.  Newstead students fall within the top 8% of the national profile.  
Hence most, if not all, students at Newstead are gifted and talented.  It is appropriate at 
Newstead to refer to the top 5-10% of students in each year group as exceptionally able. 
 
As well as its high academic achievement, the school is proud of its extensive range of 
enrichment opportunities which support our students’ developments as tomorrow’s 
leaders. In a highly achieving selective girls’ school, we need to ensure that all students 
are challenged.  There are some students whose CAT scores are not particularly high, 
but these students can be motivated by more challenging work, which fuels their 
enthusiasm.  There is anecdotal evidence that by targeting the top of an ability range, 
the whole class performs better. 
 
Initially gifted and talented education followed the route of student identification and then 
these select groups of students were taught separately.  The current thinking is that a 
more challenging curriculum should be developed to stretch all students in the 
classroom, thus ensuring that all students reach their potential and standards are raised.  
This inclusive model ‘produces a more rounded child’ (Raffan, 1984).  ‘G & T education 
is not about the special needs of any one group; it is about raising the standards overall 
and equality of opportunity’ (Eyre, 2006). 
 
Whilst we know that identification of students who are gifted and talented is important, it 
is the provision that counts.  This project was undertaken to provide evidence that 
provision of activities aimed at exceptionally able students increases the motivation of all 
students and should happen in all lessons. 
 
One of the aims of this project was to provide support for the school’s Gifted and 
Talented Policy which states that schemes of work include provision for the very able, 
including extension activities, independent study and open ended lines of enquiry based 
on higher order thinking skills. 
 
 
 



 

Hypothesis 
 
Uptake of extension activities, beyond the scope of the Biology KS3 syllabus and aimed 
at the exceptionally able, are not just completed by a restricted few students but 
attempted by most students in the class who show an interest in learning beyond the 
confines of the syllabus, with the added spin off that the achievements of the class are 
raised. 
 
Method 
 
‘What is it like to be a scientist?’  This theme pervaded this project with the aim of 
encouraging the students to take more interest in scientific issues and to start thinking 
like scientists. 
 
A class (class 1) of 29 mixed ability students was studied, i.e. the students had not been 
grouped according to ability, in weekly one-hour Biology lessons.  Initial data about the 
students was collected.  This included students’ CAT scores and those who had been 
identified as gifted and talented in subject areas in Year 7 according to department 
criteria.  (See Appendix 1 for full CAT data.) 
 
At the start of Year 8, the students were told that they would be receiving some extra 
tasks, in addition to their homework, during the year.  These extra tasks were labelled 
‘extension tasks’ or ‘extension activities’. 
 
At the start of the academic year, the students were given one-to-one 10 minute 
interviews to find out about the individuals and their home background (see Appendix 2 
for the interview questions).  At this interview each student was given a questionnaire, 
which focused on science teaching and learning, to be filled in at home and brought to 
the next lesson (see Appendix 3 for the questionnaire). 
 
At the end of the academic year, in June, all Year 8 students sat their end of year 
Biology examination.  The mean results of the 5 parallel classes were looked at.  (See 
Appendix 4 for full results). 
 
After the period of school examinations, the students completed another questionnaire, 
in July, this time during a lesson (see Appendix 5 for this second questionnaire).  For 
most of the questions, the students were aware of how they had answered similar 
questions in September. 
 
Analyses of the interviews and questionnaires were carried out. 
 
Students were asked to bring in biology-related articles from newspapers and 
magazines, so most lessons throughout the year started with discussing these and 
sticking them onto large pieces of card to make a scrap book.  At the end of the year this 
was put together as a large poster style book  
 
Throughout the study the anonymity of all students has been respected, particularly 
when reporting or talking with staff within the school.  Names do appear in the report, but 
these are where they are already known to staff in that capacity. 



 

 
Limitations 
 

• Weekly one-hour Biology lessons meant that getting to know the students really 
well took some weeks 

• Weekly one-hour biology lessons curtailed the amount that could be achieved in 
lessons 

• The study class was not chosen, but allocated as the school time-table allowed.  
It may have been better to have looked at data at the end of Year 7 and selected 
the study group 

• The Year 8 Biology schemes of work at Newstead are full and demand teaching 
beyond the KS3 syllabus necessary for Biology.  In many of the schemes 
information at GCSE level is taught, so the policy of making all lessons 
challenging pervades the Year 8 Biology course anyway 

• Due to the nature of this selective girls’ school, it could be argued that all 
students in class 1 are gifted and talented 

• The range of abilities in class 1 was probably small compared with a mixed ability 
class in a comprehensive school 

• Only one Year 8 class with one teacher was studied.  More classes with different 
teachers might have produced some interesting data that could have been 
compared 

 
Findings 
 
Class CAT data 
 Mean Range 
Verbal 115 102-131 
Quantitative 117 104-131 
Non-verbal 116 100-131 
Mean 116 (100-131) 
 
Gifted and talented students in class 1 
Students identified as gifted and talented in Science in class 1: Catherine, Sarah, and 
Emma1 
 
CAT data for Science G&T students: 
Student Verbal Quantitative Non-verbal Mean 
Catherine 126 131 131 129 
Sarah 127 123 112 121 
Emma 125 123 125 124 
 

                                                 
1 Names have been changed for ensure anonymity 



 

Students identified as gifted and talented in other subjects in class 1: 
Emily Gg 
Katherine RS 
Naomi Gg,Hi,Ma 
Emma Mu 
Sophie Art 
Bronwyn Gg,Hi,PE 
Tracey Art 

 
Interviews 
 
Summary results from analyses of interview questions: 
 
Activities outside school 
Activity Number of students 
Music 23 
Sport 20 
Guides 3 
Maths group/lessons 2 
Latin lessons 1 
Church group 1 
 
Students’ favourite subjects 
  Number of students      
Subject Favourite  

subject 
2nd  
favourite  
subject 

3rd  
favourite 
subject 

  Totals  

Art 5 8 3   16  
DT 3 2 3   8  
Drama 6 1 4   11  
English 2 1 2   5  
French   1     1  
Geography     1   1  
History   3 1   4  
ICT 1   2   3  
Mathematics 3 2 3   8  
Music     1   1  
PE 5 5     10  
Science 1 1 2   4  
Biology   1 1   2  
Chemistry     1   1  
Physics     2   2  
Spanish 1 2     3  
       
 27 

students 
interviewed 

Form:class 
1 

 Favourite 
subjects 

1 Art 

 Date: 16/09/2005   2 Drama 
     3 PE 

 
 
 



 

Parents’ interest in science 
 Yes No 
Mother interested in science 10 17 
Father interested in science 19 8 
 
Information on the careers of parents was also collected. 
 
Summary results from analyses of first questionnaire questions (September 
2005): 
Languages spoken 
English as 1st 
language Yes No
  23 3 
If No, other 
languages Korean   
  Tamil   
  Bengali   

 
Year 7 Science course 

Question 

Agree/ 
mostly 
agree 

Disagree/
mostly 
disagree 

Don't  
know 

 
I enjoyed the Year 7 Science 
course 

19 4 2 

 
Many of the topics covered in 
Year 7 Science just repeated 
what I had done in primary 
school 

9 13 3 

 
I was more interested in 
Science in  
Year 7 than I had been in 
primary school 

16 6 3 

 
I knew which topics were 
Biology,  
Chemistry and Physics in Year 
7 

16 8 1 

 
The text book used in Year 7 
was good 

18 5 2 

 
Questions from the text book 
made  
me think 

17 4 4 

 



 

 
Best way to learn Science 
How do you learn Science 
best? 1 = best 

2 = next 
best 

3 = 
next 

Carrying out 
practicals/experiments 12 2 6 
Note-taking 3 5 7 
Teacher explaining 5 7 6 
Self-study 3 5 5 
Poster making 2 5 1 
Other:       
               Watching videos   1   
Total 25 25 25 

 
Teacher feedback 

Teacher feedback 

Very 
helpful 
& 
fairly 
helpful

Not  
helpful

No 
strong 
views 
&  
not 
used Total 

Examinations 15 5 6 26 
Marks or grades on my work 22 2 2 26 
Reports 26 0 0 26 
Tests (e.g. at the end of units) 21 3 2 26 
Teacher's written comments on my 
work 22 2 2 26 
What the teacher says about my 
work 21 1 4 26 
Looking back at my work myself 19 2 5 26 

 
Other questions that were asked included: 
What are you looking forward to in Year 8 Biology lessons? 
Do you read any Science magazines or books? 
 
The final question focused on ‘What is it like to be a scientist?’.  These are some of the 
answers to, In your own words, what do you think a scientist does? 
 
‘A scientist is someone who does what they love as a living to make the world a better 
place.’ 
 
‘They investigate things and work in a lab.’ 
 
‘I think a scientist investigates and works out solutions and tries these ideas to see if 
they work.’ 
 
‘A scientist does science.  Science comes in many forms and there are many different 
kinds of scientists.  Some work in pharmaceutical companies studying medicine.  Others 
are astrophysicists who study space.  Some work with washing up companies on finding 
better washing up formulas.  Medical science is very important.’ 
 
‘They do experiments to find and make new technology.’ 
 



 

‘Investigates and finds out new things about us and the world we live in.’ 
 
Summary of end of year Biology examinations (June 2006) for class 4, class 2, 
class 3, class 6 and class 1) 
Form Mean percentage Range: lowest – highest, 

numerical value 
Class 4 62 43 – 82, 39 
Class 2 64 42 – 87, 45 
Class 3 62 43 – 81, 38 
Class 6 79 38 - 99, 61 
Class 1 60 34 – 90, 56 
 
Summary results from analyses of second questionnaire questions: 
Year 8 Biology course 

Question 

Agree/ 
mostly 
agree 

Disagree/
mostly 
disagree 

Don't  
know 

 
I enjoyed the Year 8 Biology 
course 

27 1 2 

 
Most of what I learnt in Biology 
this year was new information  

24 4: 
 

0 

 
I would have liked to have had 
a text book that covered the 
course this year 

12 10 6 

 



 

The topics studied in the Year 8 Biology course are: Movement, Breathing and 
respiration, Diffusion (assessment), Circulation, Health.  The students were asked to 
select their favourite and least favourite topics with reasons. 
Topic Favourite Least 

favourite 
Why? 

Movement 8 2 Knew most of it beforehand 
Enjoyed learning all the new names 
Interesting to learn about muscles and bones 
Easy to understand 
Fun learning the bones 

Breathing & 
respiration 

2 5 Hard to learn all the new terms 
Mechanism of breathing: hard.  No role plays or 
poster making 
Names confusing 
Interesting 
Hard to understand 
Too much to write down 
All new interesting information 

Diffusion 
(assessment) 

4 16 Boring! 
Pressurised because it was assessed 
Not interesting as the rest of the course was 
Enjoyed the investigation 
Disliked the assessment 
Liked the experiment 
Didn’t like writing up 
Difficult to understand 
Had done it before in primary school 
Didn’t understand the experiment 

Circulation 4 2 Completely new information 
Interesting 
Words were difficult 
Functions difficult 
Rose to the challenge of learning a difficult topic 

Health 9 3 Lots of new interesting information 
Wide variety of techniques to learn e.g. role 
play, poster making, research 
Would have liked to have learnt more 
Role play was fun 
Confusing vocabulary and I missed some of the 
lessons 
Boring 
Worried about getting all the horrible illnesses 
Enjoyed performing the play 
Liked learning about drugs and their effects 

Totals 27* 28 * one student wrote that she liked all practical 
lessons: experiments & model making 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Which methods have you found most useful and least useful in learning Biology in Year 
8?  Students chose more than one category for each. 
 Most useful Least useful 
Class notes followed by 
teacher explaining 9 3 
Reading from the text book  18 
Carrying out 
practicals/experiments 11 4 
Videos 8 2 
Making models 13  
Class discussion 4 2 
Role play 16 1 
Self-study 3 2 
Total 64 32 

In rank order for most useful: 
1. Role play 
2. Making models 
3. Carrying out practicals 
4. Teacher explanation 
5. Videos 
6. Class discussion 
7. Self-study 

 
End of Year 8 Biology examination 
Has the mark that you achieved given you some idea of how you are progressing? 
Yes No 
14 14 
Comments: 
I’m sorry that I got a low mark, I did revise, it was just difficult, I misunderstood things. 
I thought that my class work was getting better, but my exam mark was so bad I am not 
sure now. 
I felt that my class work and small tests were better than my exam mark. 
I knew it but the exam was quite hard. 
I don’t feel that my progress was represented in the exam. 
I could have revised a lot harder. 
The exam does not show what I knew very well because I was under pressure. 
Revised wrong things. 
The teaching in class was good but we need longer. 
I don’t think that the exams show our full intelligence and brightness. 
I thought that the revision sheet was really helpful. 
I thought that the Biology exam was quite difficult. 
I thought that the exam was too hard. 
Went well, my best exam this year. 
I feel I did not achieve a mark that reflects my ability, despite large amounts of revision. 
I don’t think that I did as well as expected. 



 

 
Teacher feedback 

Teacher feedback 

Very 
helpful 
& 
fairly 
helpful

Not  
helpful

No 
strong 
views 
&  
not 
used Total 

Examinations 17 7 4 28 
Marks or grades on my work 25 1 2 28 
Tests (e.g. at the end of units) 20 1 7 28 
Teacher's written comments on my 
work 26  2 28 
What the teacher says about my 
work 19 1 8 28 
Looking back at my work myself 15 6 7 28 

 
Are you pleased with your exam mark? 
Yes No It’s OK It could have been 

better 
2 10 5 11 
 
The students were asked to list 3 aims in Biology next year.  These are some of their 
aims: 
More time revising 
Ask if I don’t understand 
To be more attentive 
Revising every time for end of unit tests 
After each lesson to read through my notes to check that I understand them 
Revise earlier and more often 
Make my work neater 
To participate more in lessons 
To complete homework on time 
To vocalise more in lessons 
Attempt extension activities 
To write in more detail and do more revision 
To understand all of it 
To get a better exam mark 
To make sure I pay attention and listen 
I need to find better ways of revising 
To try harder by answering more questions 
Don’t rush 
Spend more time on homework 
Try different methods of revision 
To involve myself more in discussions 



 

 
Other questions: 
 Yes No 
Did you have a go at any of 
the extension activities? 

14 14 

Do you think that the Year 8 
Biology course needs 
extension activities? 

9 19 

Did you bring in any 
newspaper cuttings? 

12 16 

Have you been interested 
in what is going on in the 
medical world this year? 

19 9 

 
The students were asked again what they think a scientist does?  A selection of their 
(revised) thoughts are given: 
‘As well as doing experiments they also find cures for things and they do things in space 
and they find out stuff about the environment’ 
 
‘Scientists are important in today’s society’ 
 
‘A scientist tries to understand and reason with hypotheses and conclusions.  They carry 
out experiments to help with their understanding.’ 
 
‘I think they research other things like diffusion and energy in foods as well as medicine.’ 
 
‘In general they research, discover and teach.’ 
 
‘They try to extend out knowledge of the world and help others with their skills.’ 
 
‘Overall, I think they are very important people in society today.’ 
 
‘Scientists have made excellent discoveries by doing experiments and continue to do 
this and try to make more discoveries such as a cure for cancer.’ 
 
‘I do not really understand what a scientist does.’ 
 
‘Studies things to see why things are like the way they are.’ 
 
‘A scientist is someone who works purely for the love of science and discovering new 
things and helping people.’ 
 
‘They create medicines and drugs, which can save our lives.’ 



 

 
About some of the extension tasks 
MOVEMENT 
Skeletal muscle 
This task was adapted from previous A2 work.  It was completed by 5/28 students.  Four 
of these attempts were good, but one stood out as being exceptional. 
 
Sports injury 
This task was a simpler one in the form of a data analysis question.  It was completed by 
4/28 students.  Of these, 3 students answered one of the 3 questions correctly and the 
fourth student (the exceptional student in extension task 1) answered two questions out 
of the three correctly, one of these answers being very full. 
 
Vitamin D and Calcium 
This task was not given since it was an open-ended research topic and the students’ 
homework task was to carry out research into osteoporosis to produce leaflets.  These 
leaflets, in general, are of an exceptional standard. 
 
Muscle types 
This task involved extracting information from a KS3 text book and using this to fill in the 
gaps in the worksheet.  Completed by one student only, perfectly (this is my ‘exceptional’ 
student!). 
 
Bone 
Similarly to task 1, this was adapted from previous A2 work.  Completed by my 
‘exceptional’ student with very few errors. 
 
BREATHING 
Measuring lung volumes 
Questions to A-level standard about a spirograph.  Completed perfectly by my 
‘exceptional’ student. 
 
My ‘exceptional’ student proactively asked for these extension sheets.  
 
Smoking and pregnancy 
This task was not given the students’ since their homework task was to carry out 
research into smoking, producing a leaflet to deter teenagers from taking up smoking.  
These leaflets, in general, are of an exceptional standard and have been collected as 
part of my expanding portfolio of evidence.  My ‘exceptional’ student produced a book 
which is like a publication. 
 
‘Scrap book’ of biology-related newspaper articles 
 
Every week the students have brought in cuttings from newspapers concerning biology.  
Most articles have addressed medical issues and interestingly many of the contributions 
to this scrap book are by a student who is not a high achiever as assessed in the 
school’s Autumn term assessments and end of year Biology examination.  This indicates 
that stimulating students with extra activities in lessons can impact on low achieving 
students. 



 

 
Comparing the questionnaires 
 
Graph showing how helpful students find a variety of methods used to show their 
progress: a comparison between their responses in September 2005 and July 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interestingly, ‘looking back at work myself’ fell from 73% in September to 54% in July, 
remembering that the second questionnaire was conducted just after the end of year 
examinations when I would have thought that ‘looking back at work myself’ should have 
been a major strategy used to revise. 
 
Conclusions and discussion 
 
The extension tasks used in this study will be embedded in the Year 8 Biology course for 
2006/7.  The study has given no concrete evidence that the inclusion of extension tasks 
increases the achievements of students e.g. there were no significant differences in the 
marks students obtained in their end or year Biology examinations when the classes in 
Year 8 were compared. 
 
However, fourteen of 29 students attempted to complete at least one extension task 
during the year.  Many more students took extension sheets but failed to hand them in.  I 
suspect that many students started them but did not want to submit incomplete work that 
was optional and in addition to regular homework tasks.  Extension activities are not just 
completed by a restricted few students. 
 



 

This does provide evidence for incorporating opportunities for further study beyond the 
confines of the syllabus in all schemes of work, and that these tasks should not be 
labelled as extension tasks but that they should be integral to all lessons. 
 
More discussion about topical biology will be brought into Year 8 Biology lessons.  This 
will prepare students for the ‘new’ GCSE syllabus which is being introduced in 2006/7.  
This includes ‘How science works?’ making students aware of what is being debated 
about science in the media.  A collection of newspaper articles may be appropriate 
again.  Since many articles were brought in by a low achiever, this activity stimulated her 
interest in Science. 
 
The rank order for student preference for methods of teaching found out from the second 
questionnaire ( 1= role play, 1= making models, 3= carrying out practicals, 4 = teacher 
explanation, 5 = videos, 6 = class discussion, 7 = self-study) is interesting when 
compared with the students favourite subjects as found out from the first questionnaire 
(1= art, 2 = drama, 3 = PE).  Obviously, class 1 enjoy drama and this is a teaching 
strategy that should be employed in their lessons. 
 
There is a little concern that the students do not enjoy self-study, since as students 
progress in their educational career, they are expected to carry out increasing amounts 
of study on their own, to find out things for themselves, to develop an enquiring mind.  
Do the results of this questionnaire indicate that more emphasis on the skills required to 
carry out self-study should be incorporated in lessons? 
 
The above underlines the importance of questionnaires.  Should the results of similar 
questionnaires be available to all teachers at the beginning of each academic year to 
find out about their class: favourite subjects, learning preferences, methods of 
assessment, etc.? 
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Appendix 1 
 
Data available from author upon request 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 2 Interview Questions 
Name: ____________________ / Form: class 1 / Date: ___________ 
 
About you 

1. What are your favourite subjects at school?  Can you give 3 in order of 
preference? 

 
2. How did you do in these subjects in your summer exams?  Compared with the 

subjects that you like less? 
 

3. Without naming teachers, has the teacher influenced whether you particularly 
enjoy a subject or not?  Yes/No 

 
4. What do you enjoy outside school?  Do you attend any organised activities?  

(Regular lessons, exams passed etc) 
 

5. What do you enjoy doing at home?  To relax? 
 

6. Where do you do your homework? 
 

7. Do you have a computer at home?  Do you regularly use it to help you do your 
homework? 

 
Personal and family interests 

1. Some people become interested in science because of their families’ interests; 
some people develop completely different interests from their parents.  How 
about you?  Do you have similar interests to your parents? 

 
2. Is your mother or father interested in science? 

 
3. What do your mother and father do? 

 
4. Do you want to go to university? Yes/No 

 
5. If Yes, do you want to study a science related subject at university? 

 Yes/No 
 

6. Did your parents go to university?  What did they study? 
 

7. Have you any thoughts about what career you would be interested in pursuing? 



 

Appendix 3  Questionnaire for Year 8 Biologists 
Background information 

1. Name 
2. Form 
3. Date of birth 
4. Primary School 

 
Languages spoken 

5. Is English an additional language for you? 
 

6. Which other languages do you speak at home? 
 
Father/mother/carers occupations 

7. Does you father work? 
 

8. What does he do? 
 

9. Did he go to university? Yes/No 
 

10. Which university? 
 

11. What subject did he study? 
 

12. Does you mother work? 
 

13. What does she do? 
 

14. Did she go to university? Yes/No 
 

15. Which university? 
 

16. What subject did she study? 
 
Year 7 Science course 
Please say whether you agree or disagree with the following statements by circling one 
number in each row 
 Agree Not sure Disagree 

17. I enjoyed the Year 7 Science course 1 2 3 
18. Many of the topics covered in Year 7 

Science just repeated what I had done in 
primary school 

1 2 3 

19. I was more interested in Science in Year 7 
than I had been in primary school 

1 2 3 

20. I knew which topics were Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics topics in Year 7 

1 2 3 

21. The text book used in year 7 was good 1 2 3 
22. Questions from the text book made me 

think 
1 2 3 

 



 

 
Year 7 Science to Year 8 Biology 
Last year you studied 3 biology topics, 3 chemistry topics and 3 physics topics 
Biology Chemistry Physics 
Cells Solids, liquids and gases Forces and their effects 
Variation and classification Solutions The solar system 
Reproduction Acids and alkalis Energy 

23. What are you looking forward to in Year 8 biology lessons? 
 
 
 

24. Do you read any Science magazines or books?  If yes, what? 
 
 
 

25. How do you learn Science best?  Tick one box only 
Carrying our practicals/experiment  
Note-taking  
Teacher explanation  
Self-study e.g. using the internet, text books and worksheets  
Poster making  
Other (please explain below) 
 
 

 

 
Monitoring and reporting 

26. Please circle one number in each row to show how helpful you think the following 
methods were in finding out how you were getting on in your Science work last 
year.  If you think a particular method was not used last year, please circle ‘not 
used’ 

 Not 
helpful 

Fairly 
helpful 

Very 
helpful 

Not 
used 

Examinations 1 2 3 4 
Marks or grades on my work 1 2 3 4 
Reports 1 2 3 4 
Tests (e.g. at the end of units) 1 2 3 4 
Teacher’s written comments on my work 1 2 3 4 
What the teacher says about my work 1 2 3 4 
Looking back at my work myself 1 2 3 4 
 
The role of a scientist 

27. In your own words, what do you think a scientist does? 



 

 
 
 
 
Appendix 4 
 
Data available from author upon request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 5 
Questionnaire for Year 8 Biologists – July 2006 
Background information 

1. Name 
2. Form 

 
Year 8 Biology course 

3. In September you said that you enjoyed (agree/mostly agree/ mostly 
disagree/disagree/don’t know) the Year 7 Science course.  I have enjoyed the 
Year 8 Biology course. 

Agree  Mostly 
agree 

 Mostly 
disagree 

 Disagree  Don’t 
know 

 

 
4. In September you said that many of the topics covered in the Year 7 Science 

course just repeated what you had done in primary school (agree/mostly agree/ 
mostly disagree/disagree/don’t know).  Most of what I learnt in Biology this year 
was new information. 

Agree  Mostly 
agree 

 Mostly 
disagree 

 Disagree  Don’t 
know 

 

 
5. We did not issue you with a text book this year.  I would have liked to have had a 

text book that covered the course this year. 
Agree  Mostly 

agree 
 Mostly 

disagree 
 Disagree  Don’t 

know 
 

 
6. The topics that you have studied in Biology this year have been: Movement, 

Breathing and respiration, Diffusion (assessment), Circulation, and, Health.  
What were your favourite and least favourite topics and why?  Favourite 
________________________________________ Why?    
           

Least favourite ________________________________________ Why?  
             

 
7. In September you said that you learnt Science best by carrying out 

practical/note-taking/teacher explaining/self-study/poster making/other: 
___________________.  This year many different ways of teaching have been 
used.  Which methods have you found most useful and least useful this year?  
Put a circle round the methods that you have found most useful and underline 
those that you have found least useful.  Class notes following teacher 
explanation/reading from the text book/practical work/videos (muscles & 
joints)/making models (model elbow)/class discussions/role play (Plague at 
Eyam, Vaccination)/self-study (Health)  

In September you said that the following methods were very helpful or fairly helpful in 
finding out how you were getting on in Science: examinations/marks or grades on my 
work/tests (e.g. at the end of units), teacher’s written comments on my work/what the 
teacher says about my work/looking back at my work myself. 
 

8. Now that you have taken the end of Year 8 Biology exam, has the mark that you 
achieved given you some idea of how you are progressing? Yes/No 



 

 
9. Now what methods of assessing how you are progressing do you think are very 

helpful or fairly helpful? 
 Very 

helpful
Fairly 
helpful

Not 
helpful 

No 
strong 
views 

Not 
used 

Examinations      
Marks or grades on my work      
Tests (e.g. at the end of units)      
Teacher’s written comments on my work      
What the teacher says about my work      
Looking back at the work myself      

10. Are you pleased with your exam mark? Yes/No/It’s OK/It could have been better 
 

11. What are your aims in Biology next year? 
1._______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
___2.____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
______3._________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_________ 

Extension activities and newspaper cuttings 
12. Did you have a go at any of the extension activities?  Yes/No 

 
13. Do you think that the Year 8 Biology course needs extension activities?  Yes/No 

 
14. Did you bring in any newspaper cuttings?  Yes/No 

 
15. Have you been interested in what is going on in the medical world this year?  

Yes/No 
 
 

16. In September you wrote the following about what you think a scientist does?  
Have your views changed at all?  Yes/No  Try to answer the question again 
below. 
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