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School Leaders’ Perspectives on Gifted and Talented  
Provision 
 
 
 
 
NAGTY’s State of Play project seeks to identify as broad a range of relevant data sources 
as possible, to build up an accurate and balanced picture of gifted and talented education in 
England reflecting the situation of all major stakeholders. The views and experiences of 
school leaders are a key element in this picture. 
 
The following data relating to gifted and talented education are taken from Headspace1, a 
survey of school leaders from EdComs and The Guardian. 
 

Background to Headspace 
 

Headspace is an on-going tracking study of primary and secondary heads across the UK.  
This study takes the form of an online survey of pre-registered heads once a term. Each 
term’s questionnaire takes around 30 minutes to complete and includes a series of 
questions which will be repeated (responses tracked) on each wave, together with 
questions under a number of themes. 
 
The first wave (Wave 1) was administered between mid May and mid July 2005. The 
themes included in this first wave were: 

 Curriculum changes 

 Physical, emotional and mental health 

 ICT 
 
The second wave (Wave 2) was administered in November and December 2005. The 
themes included in this second wave were: 

 Funding 

 Special Educational Needs 

 Assessment 
 

Wave 1 Sample 
 
985 responses were received in all, with 701 heads of schools covering primary ages, and 
438 heads of schools covering secondary ages. Breakdown of the 985 is as follows: 

 547 Primary schools 

 30 Middle schools 

 124 Full age range schools 

 284 Secondary schools 
 

Wave 2 Sample 
 
805 responses were received in all, with 523 heads of schools covering primary ages, and 
372 heads of schools covering secondary ages. Breakdown of the 805 is as follows: 

 433 Primary schools 

 24 Middle schools 

 66 Full age range schools 

 282 Secondary schools 
 
Of the respondents in Wave 2, 76% had also completed the Wave 1 questionnaire. 
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Analysis 
 
Data has been weighted in order to be representative of the UK by: 

 Country 

 English region 

 Primary/secondary status (where scrutinising overall aggregate data set), i.e. the 
total population of all heads are made up of: 

 77% primary schools 

 17% secondary schools 

 6% full age range or middle schools 

 State/independent status, where independent schools make up: 

 14% of all secondary schools 

 5% of all primary schools 

 
Heads’ concerns over provision for Gifted and Talented 
 
In Wave 2, 22% of primary (24% in Wave 1) and 18% of secondary (15% in Wave 1) heads 
in England (22% of heads in England overall [the same in Wave 1]) included provision for 
gifted and talented among their current concerns. 1% of primary (2% in Wave 1) and 3% of 
secondary (1% in Wave 1) heads in England (1% of heads in England overall [2% in Wave 
1]) included provision for gifted and talented among their main three current concerns. 
 
In Wave 1 provision for gifted and talented is of particular concern to South West primary 
heads. Secondary heads of rural/market town schools are more concerned about it than 
other secondary heads (24% of rural/market town schools compared with 12% of others), 
and secondary heads of mid to large schools (over 250 students) are more concerned 
about it than heads of smaller schools (up to 250 students). 
 
In Wave 2 secondary heads in the larger schools are more concerned than others about 
gifted and talented provision. 
 

Identification (Wave 2) 
 
68% of heads overall think that it is quite or very easy for their staff to identify students who 
are gifted and talented. However, 37% of heads overall estimate that only 5% or fewer of 
their students are on a Gifted and Talented register. 
 

Attention given to students (Wave 2) 
 
Only 5% of leaders across England, Wales and Northern Ireland think that gifted and 
talented students always get the attention in classrooms that they deserve, and 54% think 
that they only get the attention sometimes or rarely get it. 
 

Resources (Wave 2) 
 
Overall, 61% of heads think that they do not have sufficient resources to give gifted and 
talented students the education they deserve. Amongst these heads, 71% think that they 
need more staff, and 67% would like more ICT-based resources, such as interactive 
packages or web resources. 55% of heads of secondary schools think they are short of off-
site or after-school activity resources or facilities. 
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Gifted and Talented provision in schools (Wave 1) 
 

 
The main areas of Gifted and Talented work concern: 

 Differentiation emphasis (62% of primaries, 52% of secondaries) 

 Gifted and Talented coordinator in school (60% of primaries, 54% of secondaries) 
 
Only just over a third of primaries and secondaries have class setting in core curriculum 
areas. 8% of primaries and 28% of secondaries have class setting in other curriculum areas 
than the core areas. 
 
14% of primaries and 22% of secondaries have no policy for gifted and talented.  
Differences between regions are not significant. Differences between state school and 
independent school provision are also not significant. 


